
Doc#2016-019A 

Amendment by Board Member Bruce Hamilton to YELLOW FOLDER Doc#2016-019, Tritium Extraction 

Facility Safety Basis Review 

Amendment: Delete the last sentence in the cover letter, which states: “Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 

2286b(d), we request an update in 6 months on the status of and schedule for completing the Tritium 

Extraction Facility safety basis update, and what measures are in place to ensure safe operations until 

the planned updates are completed.” 

Justification: The Board’s statutory authority in 42 U.S.C. § 2286b(d) to establish reporting requirements 

for the Secretary of Energy should rarely be used when the underlying issues do not clearly rise to the 

level of adequate protection of the public health and safety.  Using the Board’s authority in that manner 

adds quantifiable bureaucratic burden to the already resource-challenged Department of Energy in 

exchange for marginal or indeterminate gain in safety margin. 

If the Board determines that an issue is of such significance that is should invoke the reporting 

requirements of its enabling statute, then those requirements should in most cases be accompanied by, 

or related to, a Recommendation clearly tied to the adequate protection of public health and safety.  In 

this case, that threshold has not been reached. 
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