
Department of Energy 
Under Secretary for Nuclear Security 

Administrator, National Nuclear Security Administration 

Washington, DC 20585 

The Honorable Bruce Hamilton 
Chairman 
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
625 Indiana Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Chairman Hamilton: 

April 16, 2019 

///A •.Jr-�1 
/Ill V � �:� 

National Nuclear Security Administration 

The Department of Energy (DOE) acknowledges receipt of Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety 
Board (Board) Recommendation 2019-1, Uncontrolled Hazard Scenarios and 10 CFR 830 
Implementation at the Pantex Plant, which was published in the Federal Register on March 19, 
2019. 

The Department shares the Board's view that we should continue to improve the configuration 
management and implementation of the safety basis for nuclear explosive operations at the 
Pantex Plant. Processes are in place at the Pantex Plant to ensure all nuclear explosive 
operations are planned and executed in a manner that protects the environment, the public, and 
the worker. I accept Recommendation 2019-1, which aligns with improvement actions that the 
Department of Energy's National Nuclear Security Administration (DOE/NNSA) has already 
taken as outlined in the DOE/NNSA Administrator's January 28, 2019, response to Draft 
Recommendation 2018-1, Uncontrolled Hazard Scenarios and 10 CFR 830 Implementation at 
the Pantex Plant (see enclosure). We look forward to briefing the Board on improvement 
actions planned and underway. 

The Department is committed to the safe operation of its nuclear facilities consistent with the 
principles oflntegrated Safety Management and the Department's nuclear safety requirements. 
We will continue to prioritize Pantex safety basis efforts and maintain a dialogue with your staff. 
I have assigned Geoffrey L. Beausoleil, Manager, DOE/NNSA Production Office, to be the 
Department's responsible manager for this recommendation. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Geoffrey L. Beausoleil, at (865) 576-0752. 
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Lisa E. Gordon-Haget 

Enclosure 












